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CWU Army
ROTC wins
Challenge
Wins eight out of last 12
Ranger Challenges in NW,
may compete internationally
BY CAMBREE BENETUA

Staff Reporter

The Central Washington University Army Reserve
Ofﬁcers Training Corps (ROTC) booted their competition this past weekend in the annual ranger challenge at
Camp Adair near Western Oregon University in Monmouth, Ore.
CWU sent a gold team, as well as silver team, to
compete against rivals such as the University of Washington and University of Oregon.
The ranger challenge is a timed course over ten kilometers in length, in which a team of 11, nine competitors and two alternates, compete in tasks such as
land navigation, rope bridge, grenade assault courses
and ﬁrst aid.
The teams are also required to have each member
carry over 45 pounds of gear and maneuver over tough
terrain at least a kilometer long between each task.
In total, the competition incorporates about 15 kilometers of land movement over the course of four
hours.
“It’s a combination of both physical and mental demanding tasks that you have to complete,” said senior
battalion commander and captain of the gold team
Nathan Schoffer. “It’s pretty grueling and intense.”
Central Army ROTC has won ﬁrst place 8 of the
last 12 years even though they are a smaller school
compared to the rest of the competitors.
“We start preparing for the challenge at the beginning of the school year with tryouts that include road
marches, push ups and land navigation tests,” said senior silver team captain Bennett Mayo.
“There are 11 people per team and every week we
prepare for the speciﬁc tasks for the challenge, we also
incorporate push ups, sit ups and running to keep our

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CWU ARMY ROTC

WILDCATS LEAD THE WAY Top: Central silver team
steps off the starting line to begin the trek of over 15 kilometers. Right: Gold team member Jake Peterson watches
as Marquis McKiever loads teammate Donny Galatis onto
the one rope bridge.

cardio up,” Mayo said.
The gold team swept the competition and took ﬁrst
place closely followed by the silver team in second.
“Typically the silver team is considered JV but we
worked together really well and kept up with our alpha
team accomplishing the mission,” Mayo said.
Because of their success this weekend both teams
are now in the running to compete at the prestigious
Sandhurst team competition at West Point in New
York.
This competition consists of teams from across the
world, including England, Scotland, Australia and military academies from across the United States.
“Now its up to the brigade level, they have to make
a decision about which team they want to send,” said
junior gold team member Sean Flanagan.
“Sandhurst is a much more intensive competition,
we won’t ﬁnd out until January and the competition
isn’t until late spring,” Flanagan said. “So we’ll have a
lot of time to train and prepare looking at the standard
operating procedures between now and then.”

CWU endowments low, economy deters donations
Alumni investments that go towards scholarships decline, CWU lower than comparable schools
Staff Reporter

With just under $370,000 in earnings
last year, Central Washington University
has a moderately low endowment compared to comparable schools. Endowments are investments that donors give
to schools, most in the form of scholarships. This amount is then given out to
students – needless to say the more endowment, the more money for student
scholarships.
After losing 13.8 percent of their investments two years ago, Jen Gray, director of university advancement said, “we
don’t have a large endowment.”
Endowments come from more than
7,000 alumni, corporate businesses and
private donations. The foundation ofﬁce
always follows donor intent and all donations must be a minimum of $10,000.
Fundraising brought in $21.7 million
in three and a half years (January 2005
to June 2008), equaling out to $4 million
in major gifts, $4 million in annual gifts
and $13.7 million in planned gifts. According to Gray, Central hasn’t seen the
effects of the campaign because of the
economy.
Forrest Rodgers, executive director of
Central foundation, is new to the team,

recession than we’ve seen; same for the
but brings over 20 years of experience.
“I see an opportunity in the future for market for scholarships,” Gray said.
Western Oregon University has
raising money,” Rodgers said.
Rodgers will be working with the around 5,000 students – a comparable
foundation team to increase the current level to Central. Cara Groshong, business operations and
amount Central has
ﬁscal management at
in endowments, untimely working to raise
Our fundraising Western Oregon, said
more money to support program got off the last year they reported
a value of $5.5 million
scholarships.
“Our
fundrais- ground in the mid in endowments, and
90’s, we had incon- $192,000 in scholaring program got off
the ground in the mid sistent
fundraising ships.
Western
Wash90’s,” Gray said. “We
opportunities at the ington
University,
had inconsistent fundraising opportunities at time, so we’re very also another compathe time, so we’re very young in our fund- rable school with over
13,000 students, has
young in our fundrais- raising efforts
$42 million in endowing efforts.”
ments.
The
foundation
JEN GRAY
The foundation is
gave out $740,338 in
Director of University
working to raise the
scholarships in the ﬁsAdvancement
endowment for current
cal year for 2010 (July
and future students.
1 to June 30), a loss of
“We’re just so new, we’ve only really
more than $13,000 from the previous
year. Less was given out in 2010 because had ﬁve years with a strong emphases on
the endowments weren’t earning money major gifts,” Gray said.
The foundation ofﬁce is currently
in 2009. Gray said the amount given out
for scholarships is based off of the previ- working on segmented campaigns,
ous year, so presumably 2011 will earn which would help inspire alumni to donate. The campaign idea is to have each
more money for scholarships.
“We’ve just undergone a different department make a brochure about their

“

“

BY NICOLE SWAPP

department that can be given out to future and current donors.
“I think it’s an opportunity for each
of the colleges and some of the key places on campus to describe what their speciﬁc role at Central is to help students,”
Rodgers said.
Gray said the planned roll out date is
July 2011.
Central gained $1.5 million in earnings for the 2010 ﬁscal year, a major gain
from the previous loss of $2 million in
2008.
“It’s critical that earnings goes up –
the university budget has done a ﬂipﬂop, where the state used to provide
‘X’ percent of our operating budget,”
Gray said. “Now the students are paying
more.”
The investment and ﬁnance committee oversee the percent of earnings. Gray
said Central needs to focus on being
an enrollment based budget. Gray described it as a circle – meaning all parts
of the college need to work together in
order to keep the endowments high.
“We found that some people who
gave annual scholarships before wanted to hold off to see how the economy
goes,” Gray said. “Central found that
donor conﬁdence levels are down which
doesn’t help the school.”
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Then and now: CWU, E-Burg over the past 100 years

Campus and community grow together, maintaining ‘a very deep, rich history’
BY JOHN BARAN

Staff Reporter

With the announcement from Central
Washington University that Barto Hall
will be demolished later this year and
then rebuilt, the campus is going through
another change, affecting how the campus will appear. But just over 100 years
ago, Central was a far different place.
The campus was founded in 1891,
and was originally called the Washington State Normal School. The school
originally only trained elementary and
junior high teachers.
“Edison Elementary kids used to be
brought up to the campus to teach them
[students] how to interact with kids,”
Vertrees said.
Although the campus was founded
in 1891, the first building wasn’t erected
until 1893, Barge Hall. Vertrees said it
had a large effect on the development of
Ellensburg.
“It was a tiny, tiny place,” said Karen
Blair, professor of history and department chair. “They used the gym at the
high school for sporting events.”
Vertrees claims that the original highway was Chestnut Street, which is directly linked to the campus.
“They built the highway to Barge
Hall,” Vertrees said. “It started the
neighborhood.”
The inside of Barge Hall was also
vastly different.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KITTITAS COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM

OLD SCHOOL This view of Ellensburg and Barge Hall from Craig’s Hill shows the dramatic changes since May 1900.

“It was everything; offices, classroom,
the library,” Blair said. “They used the
basement for dances and the gym.”
Also affecting how the campus looks
today was the Milwaukee Road, a railroad which ran directly behind Barge
Hall.
“The reason the science parking lot is
at an angle is because that is where the
railroad ran,” Vertrees said. “You used
to be able to ride the train and get off
right at Barge.”
The railroad passed through campus
because it was one of the only ways to
get to the school.
“It was horses and buggies,” Vertrees

said. “There was no pass.”
According to Blair, the railroad
tracks were not taken out until the early
1990’s. In addition to a railroad running
through the campus, Wilson Creek, or
“Wandering Willy,” used to run through
campus as well.
“Next to Barge Hall was a bog,” Vertrees said. “The creek has been moved
several times due to new construction
projects.”
Also having its home next to Barge
Hall was a boiler house, which Vertree
said was torn down.
As rural as Ellensburg may seem to
some today, the campus was far smaller

and had different surroundings.
“There were local farms nearby,
green gas, open fields, cattle and livestock around,” said Sadie Thayer, Director at the Kittitas County Historical
Museum.
Thayer also explained that near the
campus was the newly rebuilt downtown, which had been burned to the
ground in 1899, before Barge Hall was
constructed. Blair added that because
of the fire, most of the town was rebuilt
from brick.
“Barge Hall brought civilization,”
Vertrees said. “The campus has a very
deep, rich history.”

Veterans Center

Central’s year-old center provides services for those who serve
BY PRESTON PRENDERGAST

Staff Reporter

The life of a soldier is anything but easy, yet one thing
that is being made more accessible is getting GI Bill
money and classes set up on campus.
Nestled in the corner of the Psychology Building in
room 463, Susie Beador works as the veteran’s center
manager with her crew of work-study students to help
veterans get the information that they need.
“The Veteran’s Center focuses on the academic and
business aspects that veterans have to deal with when
they come to school from active duty,” Beador said. “We
help veterans verify their classes, checking academic
standing and helping them meet the necessary standards
for their GI Bill so they can go to school. We do not plan
events for veterans because we are so busy taking care of
all the paperwork.”
With 357 students receiving aid from the GI Bill there
is more than enough work for the veterans center to

handle. The center handles all the paperwork from the
main campus as well as all the satellite campuses.
“When I went to the veteran’s center they were very
friendly, they pointed me in the right direction and I have
never left there not knowing what to do,” said Donny
Galatis, sophomore psychology major. “My friend goes
to Western and he still hasn’t gotten his financial aid yet
and he is getting frustrated. He was amazed at how fast
I got mine.”
The GI Bill is not the only thing the center handles to
assist veterans. It also provides a wide array of information
that is beneficial to veteran’s on campus that ranges from
events on campus to outreach programs put on by the
community. Booklets on federal benefits, military reading
and a variety of pamphlets on local support are readily
available to anyone who comes to the center. If you don’t
feel like walking to the fourth floor of the Psychology
Building, all information is provided online.
“They take good care of veterans and they are very
speedy,” said Justin Howard, junior anthropology major.

“They can answer your questions for you and if they
don’t know they will find it out.”
An ongoing event, veteran’s outreach services, is being
hosted from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Student Union Recreation
Center room 271 on each Wednesday by the Yakima
Worksource. The event is meant to help veterans find
internship and employment opportunities in Central
Washington.
“Veterans can go there for any questions they might
have on the GI Bill or anything else they would need,”
said Alicia Orme, junior Japanese major. “It has a
common room where veterans can hang out and it’s a
very friendly and welcome environment.”
If you are a veteran attending Central Washington
University and you are having trouble with your GI Bill
paperwork, want some friendly people to hang out with
or just need some general information, look no further
than the Psychology Building in room 463.
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American Red Cross prepares students to save lives
EMS Club holds classes to familiarizes students with defibrillators, Heimlich maneuver and CPR
BY KELSEY HOPKINS

Staff Reporter

The students pounded against the resistance of the
male mannequin’s pectorals in a Professional Rescuer
CPR class Nov. 5 in Michelson Hall, many of them needing certification for various medical-related internships
or jobs.
Many nutrition, exercise, pre-nursing, and hospital
internships require that you be certified by the American Heart Association, American Red Cross or others.
Central Washington University uses the Red Cross since
they’re in town and it’s easier to connect with them.
The class started with everybody giving their name
and major and instructor Jim Pierce introduced himself.
He has been a paramedic since 2004 and came to teach
at Central. He is the faculty advisor to the EMS club,
which puts on the CPR class once a quarter.
“I don’t mean to brag, but most of the [CPR] research
comes from Seattle and King County,” Pierce said. “We
have the highest resuscitation rate. More CPR started
within 8 minutes.”
According to Pierce, the time in which CPR is begun
has a high effect on whether or not the victim will pull
through.
The first step to CPR is to call for help and check the
victim for unresponsiveness or inadequate breathing.
Next, begin thirty chest compressions at a depth of two
inches each, and give two rescue breaths. Continue to
do this at a rate of one hundred chest compressions per
minute.
“Push hard, push fast,” Pierce said. “You’re a vital
component to this system.”
The students even learned how to use an automated
external defibrillator (AED) to help jump-start the victim’s heart. He also gave a demonstration of the Heimlich Maneuver.
Although Pierce was very serious about saving lives,
he was also good at lightening the mood. Pierce seemed

to notice some of the students looking squeamish about
performing such maneuvers and said, “You have to touch
each other. That’s okay, right? If not, you’re in the wrong
discipline. You’re gonna touch people in medicine!” The
class laughed.
He also had many stories from the field, real experiences to better educate the students, and they seemed to
respond well. After about an hour of stories and explaining CPR methods and techniques, Pierce decided it was
time for the students to put what they had learned into
action and practice on the CPR mannequins.
“I mostly like to sit back and let the students take
care of it. They’re the ones who need to be practicing,”
Pierce said.
Three juniors in the EMS club and pre-paramedic students, Emily Blakley, Spencer Dewey, and Mike
Wooldridge took over the job of helping those in the
CPR class.
The seven students broke into three groups and the
pre-paramedic students brought out the mannequins.
They looked like the rubber torso of a grown man. A
look inside the armhole reveals a complex system of
tubes, rubber pumps, metal coils and bolts. The chest
rises and falls realistically with each rescue breath. This
isn’t your average dummy.
The students didn’t seem to think so either, as most
treated it like a real person. Shaking the mannequins’
shoulders and asking, “are you okay?” it was pretty easy
to see they took it seriously.
After an hour of practice and asking questions, it was
time to put away the AEDs and mannequins. Jim Pierce
thought it was successful. He was also very proud of the
juniors helping run the class.
“I want them to learn to stand on their own,” Pierce
said. “The EMS club is a good club, good group of kids.
I’m always very impressed.”
Many of the club members go on to be nurses, doctors, paramedics, and firefighters.
When all is said and done and the blue mats are off

NINA KANARSKAYA

DON’T BE A DUMMY Program Director Jim Pierce
shows the class how to use the defibrillator with the assistance of junior EMT major Spencer Dewey.

the floor and the students leave to complete their internships and majors, hopefully never forget the things
they’ve learned. Participants will be able to act confidently and precisely never forget how important it is to start
CPR quickly.
“Don’t waste time,” Pierce said. “Time is muscle—
heart muscle.”

American fashion model and
designer Isis King was the first
transgender woman to
compete on America’s
Next Top Model, and
became one of the most
visible trans people on
television. She will be
discussing anti-trans
hate crimes as well
as her own
experiences in the
trans community.
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No shave, no bueno?
No Shave November gives college-aged men a
chance to let it all grow out for no good reason
To
most
people, November
only means the
beginning of winter,
Thanksgiving and
basketball season.
For college males
(and
occasionally
females), it’s No
Shave November.
Urban Dictionary
defines No Shave ANTHONY JAMES
November as “a Editor-in-Chief
college tradition that
involves avoiding shaving because it’s No
Shave November, or usually because
you’re just too lazy.”
Whether tradition or laziness,
No Shave November has become an
important part of the lives of American
college men. It’s one of the many things
college students can only do while in
college, like going to class in pajamas,
drunk texting and partying on a
Wednesday night.
For a few days, I debated participating
in No Shave November. I last shaved on
Nov. 2, so I technically won’t be able to
go the entire month without shaving, but
it’s still worth the effort to annoy family at
Thanksgiving.
With some encouragement from
friends on Facebook, I decided to go with
it and not shave for a month. I’ve done
it before, but purely out of laziness and
not because I was explicitly encouraged

to do so.
After graduation, the “real world”
hits you in a face like a sock of quarters.
Gone are the days of going to class
without shaving, having been replaced
by wearing a neatly pressed suit and
shaving in the car on the way to work,
being afraid that your boss will yell at
you for looking “unprofessional.”
College is about getting all of those
things out of your system that you
can’t do later. Most jobs requiring a
college level education won’t let you get
away with not shaving for a month just
because you feel like it.
But in class, who cares? It’s not like
the professor is going to say anything
about it. Going to parties and showing
off your ridiculous beard is somewhat
entertaining anyway.
This time of our lives is also about
being ridiculous. Students see it all the
time, but probably have become so
immune to it that it’s hard to notice now.
Examples include the dudes who paint
their chests at football games, random
people yelling down the street after a
night of drinking, and wearing crazy
clothes to class because you can.
Join your fellow men and celebrate No
Shave November. You’ll be fashionable,
keep your face warm during the winter
and by throwing on a flannel shirt, you’ll
look like the average Northwest logger.
Plus, you’ll save a few minutes every
morning and look extra manly.

‘Burg, play some real metal
Disappointed after hearing a certain artist on
Central’s student radio station, a writer responds
A few weeks
ago, I got into my
car and started
driving to my
friend’s
house,
only to become
bummed because
I realized I forgot
my iPod. Being
the music freak
that I am, I
decided I couldn’t JOHN BARAN
sit in silence, so Staff Reporter
I turned on the
radio.
Generally, I thought that 88.1 the
Burg sucked, but figured I would give it
a shot, since my choice of radio stations
are either Top 40 hits or crappy new
country.
To my surprise, I tuned in at the
right time. The “metal” show was on,
which gave me hope that my bleak car
ride would not be that bad. I am a selfprofessed metalhead, who loves listening
to the most extreme death metal bands
like Dying Fetus, to the old school classics
like Iron Maiden.
A big grin came across my face as I
heard the first half of the DJ’s statement.
“Alright, strap yourselves in and be
prepared for some real metal,” said the
DJ.
The next statement changed it all
around.
“This next song is by Linkin Park.”
My grin lost its sparkle, and I
proceeded to shut off the radio and
return to my bleak car ride. It was then

that I decided that I really hated listening
to the ‘Burg.
I figured when the ‘Burg started
allowing Top 40 hits to be played, that
my beloved genre of metal music would
not be that affected by the decision. After
all, generally speaking you don’t hear
metal being played during the day or
see it on MTV (although is there really
much music on there anymore?). If a
radio station has time devoted to it, it is
only during a set time.
This is where my big complaint comes
in: if you have a show specifically for a
genre of music that gets little to no play
time, why play an artist that is not only
considered a rock band, but has had a
record go diamond, or selling more than
10 million albums?
I’m not saying don’t play the big
metal artists. I love Metallica, Slayer,
and plenty of other monster artists in
the genre. But why not dedicate some
time to the lesser known artists? Since
metal bands don’t get a lot of publicity,
they need all the help they can get about
spreading their music around.
A radio station located in Seattle,
99.9 KISW hosts Metal Shop, a specialty
metal show that not only covers the
underground metal bands, but they also
cover local bands. I know this for a fact
because they have played my old band a
few times.
Some of the ‘Burg DJs definitely need
a crash course in the genre of music they
host. Playing Linkin Park on the metal
show is the same as bringing Snooki
home to your parents. Not a good idea.

Corrections

In a story titled “SAS calls for students,” the requirement for Senator office hours is one hour a month,
not one hour a week.

cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com

Dear Editor,
In response to Jadie Dahl's letter to
the editor in last week’s issue, I'd like to
stick up for David Guzman's cartoon.
The presence of information and
offering classes is simply not enough.
Mandatory education regarding drug
and alcohol use is not enforced unless a
person is arrested for an alcohol related
offense (or the defendant can choose jail
time) don't you think that youth should
be required to be educated on these
issues before it gets to this point? Before
you even go to college?
The fact is a large majority of students
and our younger high-school aged
counterparts practice unsafe drinking
habits on a regular basis, weather they

admit it on a survey or not. Having two
minor in possession charges and a DUI,
and a being a recovering alcoholic myself,
I've seen it all first-hand. As it stands
right now, alcohol education is a part
of a money-making, court mandated
system, and not a part of the mainstream
of education that youth receive, like it
should be.
Ms. Dahl, I'm sorry you took such
offense to that cartoon, but think about
the bigger picture here, and please don't
be so naive.

Thank you for your informative
article on sexually transmitted infection
rates in Kittitas County. We wanted to
follow up with some helpful information
regarding services for CWU students that
are provided by the Student Medical and
Counseling Clinic. Students pay a health
and counseling fee to the clinic with their
tuition, so why not take advantage of
the reduced or no cost services that are
available?
The Student Medical and Counseling
Clinic provides comprehensive care
for sexually transmitted infections and
counsels students on practicing safe sex.
We provide testing for chlamydia and
gonorrhea for as little as $5. So far this
year the clinic has diagnosed more cases
of chlamydia than anywhere else in the
county. In the past several years we
have averaged about 700 tests per year

for chlamydia, typically testing through
urine samples. Treatment for those
diagnosed with chlamydia or gonorrhea
is free. The partners of those who are
diagnosed with chlamydia or gonorrhea
can also receive treatment for free.
We also diagnose and treat HPV
(human palliomavirus, or genital warts)
and genital herpes. There are no
additional charges for these services,
unless laboratory services are needed.
Lastly, we provide testing for HIV,
hepatitis B, hepatitis C and syphilis.
If you suspect that you might have a
sexually transmitted infection, call 9631881 to make an appointment today.

On behalf of the staff of the Planned
Parenthood of Greater Washington and
North Idaho’s Ellensburg Health Center,
I want to let students know we can be a
resource. This is an exciting time of year,
and there’s much to remember. As you
settle in and adjust to your lives at college,
don’t forget to take care of yourself.
Located just two blocks from campus
on the corner of Pine St. and 7th Ave.,
Planned Parenthood is here for Central
students. We offer a wide range of
high-quality reproductive health care
services, and have a sliding-fee scale to
ensure that everyone who needs care
can get it. Caring, confidential, honest
and unafraid, we’re the experts in
reproductive health care. That’s why, for

over 90 years, Planned Parenthood has
been a trusted name in women’s health.
We want you to be safe, healthy,
and happy, and we’re here to help.
Whether you need birth control, a sports
physical, emergency contraception or
sexually transmitted infection testing
and treatment, consider us for your
reproductive health care needs. To make
an appointment, call 1-866-904-7721
or visit ppgwni.org. We look forward to
being your provider of choice during
your college career.

Heather Doolin
Senior Public Relations major

Kristin Karns ARNP
CWU Student Medical and Counseling Clinic

Jen Ham
Community Organizer, Planned
Parenthood

Dear Readers,
The Observer welcomes brief letters (300 words or less) from readers on current issues. Please
include your full name and university affiliation: year and major, degree and year graduated,
or staff position and department. To be printed in the following week’s issue, please e-mail your
letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 p.m. Monday. The Observer reserves the right to
edit for style and length. Anonymous letters will not be considered.

About The Observer
Deadlines

Weekend sports information: Monday 5 p.m.
Letters to the editor: Sunday 5 p.m.

Entertainment, meetings, calendar events, display
ads, classified ads: Friday 5 p.m.

Sections
General/Editor-in-Chief: cwuobserver@gmail.com
News: cwuobservernews@gmail.com
Scene: cwuobserverscene@gmail.com

Sports: cwuobserversports@gmail.com
Opinion: cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com

Contact Us
CWU, 400 E. University Way
Boullion Hall 222
Ellensburg, WA 98926

9 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
509-963-1073
cwuobserver@gmail.com

SCENE
Scene Editor

Amanda Miller cwuobserverscene@gmail.com
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Adventures abroad
Central students have the opportunity to travel abroad and study around the
world. One student and staff reporter for The Observer traveled to Thailand.
BY NICHOLE
WILLIAMSON

Staff Reporter

Thailand
is an oftenoverlooked
country and is
better known
for its frequent political upheavals
than for its
academic value. But when I decided to
study abroad for the 2009-2010 school
year, I wanted something well off the
beaten track. Instead of spending my
weekends traveling between European
cities, I visited temples, jungles and
beaches that can only be found in southeast Asia.
I studied at Thammasat University,
one of the top universities in Thailand
that offers a wide range of English
courses. I went to study journalism and
had the opportunity to dabble in other
fields, like Thai cuisine and traditional
Thai medicine.
Unlike other exchange programs,
which place students with host families,
I was given a monthly stipend of 16,000
baht, the equivalent of $500. It was
enough money for me to rent a studio
apartment in central Bangkok and take
a few trips a month. Here are some of
the adventures I had the opportunity to
go on while I was gone.
Breakfast of Champions
She approached me as I stumbled
off the Tha Prachan Pier on my way
to school, a little urchin around 5 years
old in a pink Mickey Mouse T-shirt and
ratty jeans. Dancing in obvious delight
at having a foreigner’s attention, she
waved a white plastic bag before me.
“Nueng, song, saam, see,” she
laughed and waited expectantly for me
to repeat the numbers back to her. After
the first few times it had become a game
between us. It never mattered how I
replied, my answer was never correct.
With a patronizing tone she corrected
my pronunciation before handing me
the bag in exchange for four coins that
were only slightly bigger than a quarter.
Her mother watched our exchange
with amusement from her stand at the
corner, where she sold street food to
commuters from the ferry. Thailand is a
country full of tasty treats for the adventurous, from squid on a stick to mystery
meat soup and gummy rice candies.
Chiang Mai Flower Festival
The sweet scent of flowers hung
heavily in the air. The streets were filled
with both foreigners and Thai pressing
against the parade route barriers. Vendors hawk Thai treats of grilled corn,
chestnuts and insects. I had never seen
so many different types of bugs. My
Thai friends assured me that they are
delicious and come in a variety of flavors, but they had too many legs for me.
The crowd craned their necks as the
floats rolled by, towering sculptures entirely covered with flowers, depicting
mythical beasts, animals and the king.
Perched on top were beauty pageant
contestants dressed in traditional clothing and the Flower Queens from previous years.
After the parade, the floats were
moved inside the old city wall, a crum-

PHOTOS BY: NICHOLE WILLIAMSON

tion. A tour guide at the park said that
there are over one thousand monkeys
living in and around the area. Monkeys
typically stick within their groups and
are routinely captured and tattooed to
identify them.
While they are mostly non-confrontational, monkeys at the historical park
have developed a taste for human food
and harass anyone they see. I had a
monkey steal the water bottle I was carrying, while another went for my camera. While I managed to save the camera, I decided it wasn’t worth the fight to
hang onto the water.
Phetchaburi also has a large number
of wats, Buddhist temples, for the size
of it. As I was wandering the small side
streets I spotted a laywoman, a female in
service to a temple, sitting with a group
of young monks. When I tried to take a
picture she spotted me and gave a wai,
the traditional greeting.
When I returned it, she waved me
over and gestured for me to sit with her
and some of the other women. Before I
knew what was happening I was being
served a pink gelatin dessert, followed by
rice porridge and eggs.
While I ate, the young monks finished eating and stopped to peer at me.
They were every bit as curious about
me as I was about them. They ranged
from about 6 to 18 years old and there
were 12 of them. I was even offered a
portion of some black sticky rice candy
from one of the younger ones.
They were travelling with their abbot, an older monk, from a jungle temple in the Chiang Rai region to attend
the blessing of a restored temple. When
I had finished they packed me a bag of
goodies, seeing how they had finished
their one meal of the day. Then they
posed for pictures and took mine in exchange. They wanted nothing in exchange for their hospitality and invited
me to visit them in the future.
Thailand is a beautiful country filled
with amazing people, great food and a
unique culture that is filled with myths
and superstitions. I was sad to return
home despite the political upheaval that
raged through the country. Given the
opportunity I would return. Studying
abroad is one of the greatest things you
can do while you’re in college and I urge
everyone to give it a shot.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP A Buddhist temple in Phetchaburi in need of
repair; A monkey nurses it’s child in the
the Phetchaburi Historical Park; Local
men from the island of Koh Samui put on
fire dancing shows on the beach for tourist; The Abbot and the youngest monk
pose for a picture

bling structure of brick that circles the
inner city, where people pose for pictures. The streets were tightly packed
and a woman with heavily-accented
English reminded foreigners to keep an
eye on their pockets in the crowd.
Numerous plant competitors lined
the streets in colorful booths, including
orchids, bonsai and roses. Farther down,
vendors dominated the streets selling
plants of every variety. Orchids from
the size of pinheads to the size of a fist

come in every color.
Up and down the street, women
walked, carrying birdcages filled with
little birds. For 20 baht, less than a US
dollar, you could buy a bird and set it
free. The practice is supposed to bring
good luck and fortune.
Phetchaburi- Monkeys and Monks
Phetchaburi is a small city of the
southern railway known for it’s historical park and the local monkey popula-

For information about Central’s study abroad
programs, visit:

www. cwu.edu/~studyabroad
Or visit the Fall Study Abroad Fair from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 16 in SURC
137.
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RACHEL PARISH

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP Erin Davies invited the audience to join on stage for a group photo to share wtih
whomever it was that originally vandalized her car with the word “fag” and “ U R Gay”; As the credits rolled in the
background of the documentary, Davies asked questions for Fagbug prizes.

“Fagbug” stops at Central

Documentary calls attention to queer bullying, intolerance
“Her perseverance was admirable,” said Jolyn Wolfe, social worker.
There were many people who did
When faced with a traumatizing not approve of what Davies was doand life-altering situation a person ing. Some even accused her of makhas the choice to do what is right or ing the whole thing up, saying that
to do what is easy.
she was pocketing the money raised
When the words “fag” and “u r to support herself for a summer vacagay” were sprayed with bright red tion. Despite all of the negativity, Daspray paint on Erin
vies marched on.
Davies’ Volkswagen
“People could
Beetle she made the
see
me and think
I expected to
decision to do what
I’m
courageous
change the world, but or resent
was right.
me
I didn’t expect to deal because they
“Fagbug,” a docwith all of the changes can’t do it themumentary about Davies and her journey
selves,” Davies
in my life.
around the country
said.
with her vandalized
From ArkanERIN DAVIES
Volkswagen
bug,
sas to California
was presented last
to Washington,
Thursday in the SURC Theatre.
she traveled alone, raising awareness
Davies decided to leave the anti- and changing not only her life, but
gay writings on her car. Instead of the lives of others.
scraping them off, she embraced
It was “very inspiring for her to
them.
stand up and do something like that.”
Her bold decision made everyone said Andrea Preciado, senior public
aware of the problem instead of it health major. “It gives us hope.”
being overlooked. Davies decided to
Everything that Davies thought
take her vandalized Volkswagen Bee- was stable and secure had changed.
tle on a cross-country road trip.
Most of her friends had turned
She held fundraisers and tried to against her, including her girlfriend,
sell “Fagbug” stickers to raise money who refused to meet up with her durfor the trip, but she was not very suc- ing the road trip and even moved out
cessful, only selling 1,000 of them.
of their apartment before she could

BY KELSEE DODSON - CARTER

Staff Reporter

“

“

8

return home.
“I expected to change the world,
but I didn’t expect to deal with all of
the changes in my life,” Davies said.
While driving 55,000 miles
through 41 states, Davies interviewed
500 people, including truck drivers,
gays, straights, mechanics and even
people who have experienced vandalism like Davies had. Many of these
people were shocked to see the words
in bright red spray paint and agreed
that it was ignorant.
They appreciated what Davies was
doing and supported her cause. Many
believed that hate crimes should not
result in silence.
According to Davies, many of the
people who act out are struggling
with insecurities of their own.
Davies said that “Fagbug” is dedicated to whoever vandalized her car.
So far, no one has come forward and
admitted to this.
What could have been just a case
of car vandalism turned into so much
more than that.
It turned into a case of Davies taking a stand and continuing to ﬁght
when everyone else expected her
to give up and stop ﬁghting for her
cause.
Her story is a case of courage, true
strength, admiration and inspiration
for many across the country.

Barefoot visitor teaches outdoor survival skills
Discovery Channel star Cody Lundin shares tips for sustainable living
BY MARC TRATAR

Staff Reporter

Cody Lundin gets by with the bare minimum when it
comes to clothes and normal necessities.
If you were in the SURC Tuesday around noon or 7
p.m. you may have seen Lundin come strolling through
barefoot. He visited Central to teach outdoor survival
skills to the students and community members.
Conduction, convection, radiation, exercise and respiration are the ﬁve ways the body gains or loses heat,
Lundin said during the noon event.
Conduction is the transfer of thermal energy through
direct contact. Convection is equivalent to wind chill.
The two types of radiation are long-wave and short-wave.
With short-wave radiation, the sun is split into three categories: its rays, the reﬂection off particles and the ground.
Long-wave radiation is the wavelength that hits the earth.
If you are trapped in a winter-weather scenario and looking to gain heat, the best way is a squat.
Lundin drove home the idea of conduction through
his pick-up line: “Baby, I would love to explore the physics
of conduction with you.”
Lundin referred to his afternoon event as a “freedom
lecture.” He spoke about his own home and the prop-

erties it is made up of. The ﬂoor in his home is stone,
which helps to heat and cool the house throughout the
day. Lundin composts his own feces by defecating in a
ﬁve-gallon bucket, then composting it outside. He also
urinates outside on his plants – it is a way to preserve water, which is necessary since he lives in the dessert.
“Sustainable living is really important and it’s not as
hard as you would think,” said Trevorr Haapalainen, junior law and justice major.
In many TV survival shows, people often drink urine
to stay alive. According to Lundin, drinking urine straight
from the “tap” is one of the worst things one could do
because of the high sodium content.
At the 7 p.m. event, Lundin allowed people to ask
questions, whether they were about him, the show or a
survival scenario. Lundin was very personable.
“I think from the presentation you get a better understanding of who Cody Lundin is: a down to earth real
person,” Haapalainen said. “You don’t get that from
watching the show.”
Joanie Taylor, wife of a retired airforce survival inJOEY LEBEAU
structor, said she was inspired by Lundin’s lecture.
“He’s very practical and safety-oriented,” Taylor said.
“He’s not going to tell you something that will get you in SURVIVAL Cody Lundin makes sure that people
understand the intensity of “I’m on my own.”
trouble.”
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Mighty fine
little twine

Performer Geoffrey Castle
beefs up the electric violin
BY SOPHIA WORGAN

Staff Reporter

A rainbow of light display,
smoke machines, lasers and a
crying instrument playing Jimi
Hendrix ring out. No, it’s not
because you’ve been slipped any
hallucinogenic, drugs but the
result of being at the Geoffrey
Castle electric violin concert.
Castle joined drummer
Darin Watkins as well as keyboardist and pianist Eric Robert on stage last Friday for a
high powered concert ranging
in sound from classic rock to
Middle Eastern and Celtic music genres.
Castle’s violin, an electric
six-string, is paired with varying sets of pedals for different
sounding effects and functions.
He can make the violin echo,
sound like an electric guitar or
make it sound completely unlike a stringed instrument all
together.
Before the start of the show,

Dr. Bret Smith, assistant professor of music education, took the
stage to discuss the importance
of preserving music in education and “using bow stringed instruments for a venue” of showcasing music in Ellensburg.
Castle, Robert and Watkins
started their set as the lights
began to dim; a light show of
colors began sprouting up the
wooden walls of the concert
hall. The music comes to a cadence and then crescendos as
Castle jumps to and from the
platforms where the other musicians played. A plume of smoke
rises from between Roberts and
Watkins to show green lasers
shooting into the crowd. The
performance left students pleasantly surprised.
I “thought I was in for a classical concert,” said Max Brown,
a senior undeclared student. “I
liked how [Castle] had songs
that had the traditional violin
and others that sounded nothing like the violin.”

NICOLE JARVIS

ELECTRIC VIOLINIST Geoffrey Castle walking around stage getting the audience into the music.

Castle showcased songs from
the Beatles and Jimi Hendrix, as
well as songs he wrote throughout his career.
He covered “Tomorrow Never Knows,” by the Beatles, solo
as Robert and Watkins took a
break offstage. He used his pedals to record short sounds he
played and slowly added more
until the song was complete.
He didn’t rely on sheet music or
pre-recorded tracks; each performance is done on the spot.
“I was so impressed by how

well he seemed to know his instrument,” said Torry Wahl, senior psychology major. “It was
refreshing compared to most
performers that seem to play
the same music, the same way,
each time.”
As the set continued and
the energy built, even Castle
remarked how amped he felt
when he and his band got into
harmony. Playing with Robert
and Watkins was like being in a
race car with a “huge engine behind ‘em, that’s how I feel with

these guys behind me,” Castle
said.
Nearing the end of the concert, several drum sticks were
lost to the throws of Watkins’
beat, Robert’s bobbing head
taking a bow and frayed strings
hanging from Castles’ bow after
tirelessly voyaging across those
six violin strings. The audience
stood for an ovation and Geoffrey Castle left his colorful mark
on the awe-struck audience.

Local artist captures sights from all over the state
BY REDA LEE

Staff Reporter

Last Friday the Clymer Museum hosted a one-man
show exhibiting local artist John Clement, a photographer who captures scenic views all over Washington state.
His photographs have become a portrait of nature and
have brought him success in his career. Clement’s work
can be found throughout the nation and can be enjoyed
by anyone who loves nature.
Clement’s passion for photography started in the mid1970s. His education in photography has been beneficial
to his profession. He has earned two associate degrees
from the Professional Photographers of Washington and
Oregon, as well as Master’s degree in Photography from
the Professional Photographers of America. Clement’s
original artwork has received over 55 national and international awards.
You may have seen some of Clement’s work without
knowing it. Some of his photographs have been installed
at Qwest Field. There are a total of 17 murals showcasing Eastern Washington at the stadium. His work may
also be seen and purchased in wineries throughout the
Red Mountain area in Washington.
“I just love the landscape here in Eastern Washing-

NICOLE JARVIS

PICTURE PERFECT John Clement standing in
front of one of his photographs.

ton,” Clement said. “Back in the 70’s, I took one token
shot of Eastern Washington.”
Since then, Clement has had an eye for photography.
The work that Clement has produced over the past

twenty years has been exhibited in numerous galleries.
The Clymer Museum is just one of many.
The Clymer Museum was full of wandering community members who were fans of Clement’s work. His
photographs capture moments that may never be seen
again. This aspect of Clement’s work is what attracts his
viewers.
“I think the fact that they let you look at something
you may have not seen yourself is great,” said Connie, a
member of the local community.
Clement’s work precisely shows how beautiful Washington state is and what it has to offer all of us.
Every one of Clement’s photographs displayed in the
Clymer Museum can be purchased, with prices ranging
from $50 to more than $300.
Clement has also put together a calendar of his work
that can be purchased at a more affordable price. He has
also co-published two books with his photography as the
illustrations.
“He’s a fabulous photographer and shoots somewhat
local scenes,” said Mia Merendino, director of the Clymer Museum. “I always try to bring the best work I can
to the Clymer. He’s brought seasons.”
Clement’s photographs portray natural occurrences
that only happen once in a lifetime.

Andrew Belle draws crowd in SURC

Meaningful lyrics, soothing sounds hook new listeners
BY MARC TRATAR

Staff Reporter

A voice that is comparable to the likes
of John Mayor, Jack Johnson and Dave
Matthews is a true honor.
Those characteristics were used by
students to compare the voice of Andrew Belle during his performance in the
SURC pit at noon last Monday.
Belle sat on his stool with his guitar
in his lap, closing his eyes and feeling the
music as he sang.
It was evident that Belle felt every
word of his music and had a meaning behind it.

As soon as Belle began to sing, the
crowd began to grow. His voice filled the
SURC from the Pit all the way to the dining hall.
“I was headed toward lunch and heard
pretty music,” said Lauren Noton, freshman undecided major.
Many student had not heard of Belle
yet were captivated by his music and described it as meaningful, original and
calming.
“The way he put his lyrics and sound
together are very heartwarming and
beautiful,” said Roxy Garza, sophomore
anthropology major.
Before the performance was even over,

many students were looking up Belle on
their phones and laptops to learn more
about him and his music. Many added
him to their iTunes playlists and future
download lists.
Several people agreed that one of
Belle’s best songs is “Ladders” from his
current album, “The Ladder.”
“I can really connect to what he is saying,” said Araceli Chavez, sophomore
education.
Brittany Sharai, sophomore psychology major, found his music to be very calming and plans on using it as a study aid.
“I will go home and look him up on
iTunes.” Sharai said.

VERONICA GRUBA
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Afghan analysis

U

Author says U.S. strategy in wartorn country bound to backfire
BY GIANCARLO GONZALEZ

Staff Reporter

Tamim Ansary intrigued the
audience at the SURC Theatre
with a talk focusing on Afghanistan and its future.
The lecture was a two-fold
narrative on the history of Islam
and Afghanistan.
At the same time, it was a
promotional speech for his latest book, “Destiny Disrupted: A
History of the World through
Islamic Eyes.”
Audience members probed
Ansary in the Q&A session on
U.S. foreign policy in the region,
speciﬁcally on the U.S. troop
withdrawal scheduled for next
year.
Citing his own inability to
correctly interpret and provide
solutions to the war in Afghanistan since its beginning in 2001,
Ansary instead focused on differentiating between Islam and the
Afghan people.
He claimed that the Taliban
no longer existed, “only as an
idea,” and informed audience
members that, once the U.S. left,
the Afghan people would readily return to their tribal feuds,
their pre-existing strife between
country and city folk and their
religious ﬁghting.
He also stated that as long
as the U.S. and NATO military continues to accidentally

GIANCARLO GONZALEZ

SIGNIN’ BOOKS Tamim Ansary signing a book and answering a
question for a fan.

kill civilians, the U.S. and its allies should expect to ﬁnd a new
generation of enemies willing to
ﬁght them to the death.
The Afghan people had never
been defeated by a foreign power, he said. Neither Alexander
the Great’s Macedonian army,
nor the British, nor the Soviets
and certainly not the Americans,
would ﬁnd a surrendering army
waiting for them in the Hindu
Kush Mountains, he said.
Since the U.S. plans on beginning troop withdrawal in 2011,
he said it’s best for the U.S. public to understand what is most
likely to occur after departure.
He cited Pakistan, India, China,

Russia and Iran as major players
in the region who would have a
hand in making sure the ﬁghting
would continue with or without
the U.S. and NATO’s involvement.
Ansary went on to say that he
did not feel it was a religious war
between the U.S. and Islam, but
that this was the recruiting mantra of the “jihadis” and that there
would always be that element in
Islam, much as one could ﬁnd in
other religions or ideologies.
One audience member asked
if the “jihadis were upset about
what had happened centuries ago” during the Catholic
Church-sponsored Crusades, to

which Ansary replied no, that
one only had to “look back at
the last world war and see how
Western nation-state’s actions in
the Islamic world had created
conditions for what the ‘jihadis’’
deemed appropriate action.”
On this subject, Michael
Scheur, noted author, former
CIA intelligence ofﬁcer and current adjunct professor at Georgetown University, has noted that
the creation of the state of Israel
at the end of World War 2 is cited by many “jihadis” as a call to
holy war or jihad.
Other commentators, such
as former Central Intelligence
Agency ﬁeld ofﬁcer Gary
Schroen, say that many factors,
such as the U.S. Israeli alliance,
the U.S.’s support for Islamic regimes deemed corrupt by their
own populations and the U.S.’s
continued military presence on
Islamic soil are all grounds for
waging jihad.
Ansary tried his best to answer as many questions as possible, but as time had run out,
the audience was left with more
questions to sort out on their
own.
Certainly, it is a relevant topic
that demands more thorough investigation.
At the very least, the audience
was appreciative for the effort to
untangle such a controversial
subject.

Saturday
13
Swing Cats
Swing Dance
7 p.m.
SURC Ballroom
$5

15
Monday
Monday Movie
Madness
“Toy Story 3”
7 p.m.
SURC Theatre
FREE for students
$3 gen. admission

Tuesday
16
The Top Chef
Event
4:30 p.m.
Holmes Dining
Room
$11.65
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Urine for a good time: Musical satirizes Broadway
BY GIANCARLO
GONZALEZ

Staff Reporter

The
Central
Theatre Ensemble
kicks off its mainstage season with a
production of the
Tony Award winning play “Urinetown.” The music was
written by Mark Hollmann, the lyrics by
Hollmann and Greg Kotis, and the book
by Kotis. Both gentlemen shared the Tony
for “Best Original Score,” and Kotis won
the Tony for “Best Book of a Musical.”
This Brechtian-inspired satire parodies the Broadway musical as a genre
along with specific musicals such as “Les
Miserables,” “West Side Story,” “Fiddler
on the Roof,” “Pippen,” “Annie,” “Little
Shop of Horrors” and “The Cradle Will
Rock.” The play is a whirlwind delight
with biting social commentary.
Urinetown is wonderfully stage directed by George Bellah, and its musical direction is deftly handled by David Brown.
In this post-apocalyptic world where
one pays for the privilege of peeing, all
the traditional elements of a theatrical production come together to create
a unique glimpse of a harrowing future.
The scenery, designed by Jerald Dougherty, conveys the hierarchal world the
characters live in, as well as the crushing
oppressiveness placed on them from those
above them. The lighting, designed by
Christina Barrigan, plays with the mood
of the play, which stretches from serious

GIANCARLO GONZALEZ

URINETOWN CAST Nyna Nelson, Ryan Monaghan, Alex Davis-Brazill, Brittany
Menzies, Kip Brookbank, Dustin Moir, Paul Hutchinson, Angela McDermott, Ryan
Bohannon, Natalie Colvin, Alyssa Maas, Tom Lees, Tamara Helland, Francis X. Wood,
Amanda Carpp.

to slapstick and from romance to satire, all
with the pervasive, returning color of yellow, reminding everyone of urine.
The costumes are marvelously designed by Mary Bakeman, showing the
grotesque and the wildly funny characters
in all their maddening struggles to keep or
grasp authority.
Brian Popielarczayk’s sound design
blends beautifully with the live band playing in the orchestra pit, and Anneliesse
Childress’ dance choreography packs a

punch as it delivers in a slew of musical
and dance styles.
The actors, from start to finish, are
consummate triple threats, singing, dancing and acting with flourish and within
the parameters of the play. Their characters relationships to each other are fully
realized; Officer Lockstock (Dima Pogrebniak) and Little Sally (Nyna Nelson)
share a mock surrogate father-daughter/
realist-idealist connection while Bobby
Strong (Paul Hutchinson) and Hope

Cladwell (Natalie Colvin) enjoy the
sweetness and parody of the stereotypical romance. Caldwell B. Cladwell (Joey
Sasnett) and Penelope Pennywise’s (Becca
Ewen) comic, tawdry affair leads to tragic
consequences.
The wonderful thing about ensemble
acting is that everyone gets a moment to
make an impression on the audience, and
this production’s actors proved to be no
exception. Experience has shown that
talent, hard work and persistence are the
formula for a career in theatre, film and
television.
It’s these same qualities, along with
their own driving energy and strong presence that I see with this entire cast of
young, talented actors and actresses.
It has been my honor and pleasure to
have worked with many actors in diverse
productions, who later went on to critical and commercial success. When and
if these young actors decide to head off
into the bright lights of New York or Los
Angeles, the viewer of “Urinetown” can
be assured of having seen amazing and
talented actors in their early years before
they made it big.
Hopefully the reader will take their cue
and catch a glimpse of the future, both
from the brightness of the cast and crew
in creating this dark musical comedy, and
in the underlying seriousness of a problem no one cares about until they have to
pay to piss.

Backstage Coffee House opens in Tower Theatre
BY JANAYE BIRKLAND

Staff Reporter

What would students do without their morning pick-me-up?
Lack of sleep and other daily obligations make college students
prime coffee drinkers - luckily
there is hope for these individuals. The Backstage Coffee House
recently opened Oct.18 on the
second floor of the Milo Smith
Tower Theatre, overlooking the
Barge courtyard. Currently, they
are serving hot and cold coffee
drinks and an array of different
pastries, including a variety of
muffins and scones.
According to Dan Layman,
director of dining services at
CWU, pre-made sandwiches
and salads are possible menu
items in the future.

“The new cash register system
allows anyone with or without
meal plans to purchase items,”
Layman said.
Indoor seating and table
space offers students a place to
rest during or after a busy day
at school or work. The quietness
makes the house a peaceful student atmosphere.
“This is a great place to
study,” said Rebekah Mcgarrah,
snack bar lead.
According to Layman, more
seating is expected to arrive
soon, depending on the weather.
“We are hoping in spring to
allow guests to use the outdoor
seating area,” Layman said.
“While it may seem like an outof-the-way place, it is really at
the heart of campus.”
A couple coffee stands at the

south end of campus in the past
had a shortage of resources and
equipment that caused business
to be sporadic and eventually led
to their closures.
The new Backstage Coffee
House has plenty of water, electricity and equipment, thanks to
the Theatre Arts Department
sharing the concession stand. By
sharing funds, part of their profit
will be given back to students.
“In a sense we joined a partnership and a portion of our
funds from our sales will help
support a Theatre Arts Scholarship,” Layman said.
Observations of past business
complications have been good
preparation for a successful and
steady business.
Company signs have been
added around the Milo Smith

Tower Theatre to remind staff and students
of its location. Dining
services is beginning
a Facebook page to
highlight the Backstage
menu and specials.
“We really hope that
the Backstage Coffee
House will be used by
students, faculty and
staff,” Layman said.
JANAYE BIRKLAND
“It gives them a ‘quick
stop’ dining option at BARISTAS Rebekah Mcgarrah, snack
bar lead, and Danelle Qualls, barista
the south campus location.”
The scent of coffee in the
As chilly days take over, more lobby is sure to bring new guests,
guests find themselves enjoying inviting them to give Backstage
the serene environment.
a try.
“It is getting busier, but some
Business hours are Monday
days are better than others,” said through Friday from 7:30 a.m.
Danelle Qualls, Backstage Cof- to 3 p.m.
fee House barista.
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Sports Editor

Kevin Proctor cwuobserversports@gmail.com

Winner Takes All

Central one win away from claiming sole possession of the GNAC title V

t
s
s

JOEY LEBEAU

EXCUSE ME, COMING THROUGH Freshman running back Louis Davis breaks through a group of Simon Fraser defensive lineman. Davis finished with a career high 70
rushing yards in Central’s 34-7 victory over Simon Fraser. The win guaranteed Central at least a tie for the GNAC title with a chance to clinch sole possession this Saturday.
BY JON CLEVELAND

Sr. Sports Reporter

The Wildcats had a lot to prove Saturday as they tried to leapfrog two spots in
the regional poll in hopes of securing a
playoff spot for the fourth straight year.
The game got off to a slow start without much offense from either team.
Freshman running back Ishmael Stinson had a couple of big runs to get Central in field goal range.

“It’s pretty hard when there is a lot
of pressure on you,” Stinson said. “After
you play a few games you get used to the
pressure and just play the game I have
been playing since the third grade.”
Central got in scoring position early,
but was unable to score after missing a
36-yard field goal.
The first quarter was all defense for
both teams, with each team having a
fumble and Central coming up with a
big interception by freshman defensive

back Stan Langlow.
The Wildcats seemed to be plagued
with penalties through the entire first
quarter, a problem that Central has suffered from all year. One example was
a wide-open touchdown to junior wide
receiver Justin Helwege that was called
back after a holding penalty.
“Some of those penalties were kind
of iffy but we just got to focus and not
lose our composure out there,” Helwege
said.

Junior defensive back Dominique
Gaisie nearly had an interception with
35 seconds left in the first quarter, but it
just slipped through his hands.
In the early part of the second quarter, Langlow had another interception,
his second of the game giving Central
some momentum.

TITLE ASPIRATIONS
CONTINUED ON P.15

Riddled with injuries, Wildcats limp across finish line
Central finishes ninth at
GNAC Cross-Country
Championships
BY MATTHEW CARSTENS

Asst. Sports Editor
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COSTLY INJURIES Senior Tyler Eidsmoe (3), freshman Nathon Minor (5) freshman, and sophomore Jon Swanson (10) sophomore pace themselves going downhill.

Central showed up torn and tattered to
the Great Northwest Athletic Conference
championships Saturday, returning home
with a ninth place finish.
The Wildcats arrived in Yakima with
some of their best runners on the down
and out.
Among the injured were sophomore Tyler Roland, freshman Nathan Power and
junior Ryan Eidsmoe, all who had been
top five runners for Central this season.
As far as those that were there, the usual
suspects were present.

Junior Manuel Santos finished the
eight-kilometer run in 26 minutes and 15
seconds and was the only Wildcat to crack
the top 30.
After Santos came sophomore Nathan
Minor in 53rd with at time of 27:47 and
senior Tom Johnson in 59th at 28:08.
The women’s side was led by none other than senior Adriana Mendoza who has
led Central in the last three races. Mendoza finished 24th with a time of 23:45.
Besides Mendoza, no one else finished
in the top 50. Taylor Kartes was the next
lady Wildcat to finish the six-kilometer
race finishing 54th.
The Wildcats will try to get healthy this
week as they prepare for the NCAA Division II West Region Championships in
Bellingham, Wash. on Nov. 20 at 11 a.m.
Roland is out for the year due to injury,
but Eidsmoe should be ready to go.

SPORTS

Volleyball earns
three straight
sweeps, win for
senior night
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Home Sweet Home

BY JAKE ABBOTT AND JON
CLEVELAND

Sr. and Staff Reporter

Central Washington volleyball had two dominating performances last week as they
overpowered Alaska Fairbanks
and the University of Alaska Anchorage (UAA) to improve their
Great Northwest Athletic Conference (GNAC) record to 10-6,
12-9 overall.
On Saturday, Central beat
UAA at home in three sets: 2520, 25-20, 25-13. Up until this
win, the Wildcats had not beaten
the defending conference champions in two years.
“Everybody was on their game
and everyone was clicking,” said
junior setter Carlee Marble.
“This was my favorite win of the
season.”
Senior outside hitter Kady Try
and junior outside hitter Meg
Ryan both had 11 kills in the
upset against UAA last Saturday. With six of her kills coming
in the first set, Ryan generated
a .417 hitting percentage and 7
digs for the Wildcats.
With this win, the Wildcats are
now just one game behind UAA,
tightening the race for third
place in the conference.
The Wildcats’ steady offense
was on point Saturday evening
as they produced a .256 hitting
percentage. Central out-hit Alaska Anchorage 34-29 in the combined three sets.
Senior middle blocker Kristel
Baeckel had two service aces, six
kills and hit .300 on the night.
Baeckel had five assisted blocks
at the net and one solo block.
“Everyone knows their role on
the team and we have been sticking to them,” Baeckel said. “We
know what we have to do to win.”
- Defensively, the Wildcats were
on point, holding the Seawolves
to an overall hitting percentage
of .041. Central forced them to
make 25 hitting errors. Leading
the team in digs were the sister
duo of senior libero Brandie Vea
and freshman libero Chelsie Vea
with a combined total of 15.
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THE SENIORS (Above) Outside hitter Kady Try smashes a kill through two Alaska defenders. (Below left) Middle blocker Kristel Baeckel
goes up for a spike. (below right) Libero Brandie Vea (23) enjoys a laugh with younger sister and teammate Chelsie Vea during a timeout.
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Last Thursday, the Wildcats beat Alaska
Fairbanks in a three-set sweep, 25-12, 2521, 25-17, gaining revenge from Central’s
previous trip to the 49th state. Their last
meeting on Oct. 9 was hosted by the Nanooks, who beat the Wildcats in three sets:
25-19, 25-22, 25-20.
It seems that the Wildcats made the
correct adjustments from their previous
meeting.

“Up there, [Fairbanks] served well and
we were predictable,” Marble said. “We
focused on passing and defense and going
through more hitters.”
Offensively, the Wildcats out-hit the Nanooks 28-26. Central produced a .191 hitting percentage, while Fairbanks hit a -.027.

SENIOR NIGHT
CONTINUED ON P.15
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Basketball perfect in preseason, prepares for home opener
BY MATTHEW CARSTENS

Asst. Sports Editor

Senior forward Chris Sprinker and senior guard Drew
Harris have dominated the Wildcat exhibition season this
week as they look to get ready for the upcoming season
opener on Friday.
On Nov. 5 Central faced off against Another Level Blue
Angels, a team comprised of former collegiate players including Central alumni Matt Penoncello, Jake Beitinger
and football and basketball standout Johnny Spevak.
Chris Sprinker had 27 points and eight rebounds on
the night, leading the way for a 98-73 win. The senior
guards were also hard at work with Chris Scott and Drew
Harris combining for 21 points, 12 assists and eight steals.
The domination started in the first half as the Wildcats
went on a 22-0 run. Central had a 47-35 lead at halftime.
In Tuesday’s game against Washington Athletic Club
(WAC), Drew Harris was the go-to guy, with 18 points,
eight rebounds and six assists.

The Wildcats had three players
all score in double digits, including Harris. The others were junior
forward Jody Johnson, who had
17 points, and senior Jamar Berry,
who had 13.
Another exciting note for the
program is that Fox Sports Net
(FSN) Northwest has announced
an agreement to air several Great
#5 Chris
Northwest Athletic Conference
(GNAC) games throughout the
Sprinker
2010-2011 season.
Television crews will be coming to Ellensburg on Feb.
9 when Central plays host to Seattle Pacific University. A
week later the Wildcats can be seen as they hit the road to
face Western Washington University on Feb. 16.
The men’s team opens up the regular season this Saturday as they take on Quest University Canada at 7 p.m.
in Nicholson Pavilion.

Women’s basketball set to tip off regular
season against Hawaii Hilo Nov. 15
On the women’s side, the roster has been almost entirely reconstructed, as the only two players returning
from last year’s squad are junior guard/forward Sophie
Russell and sophomore forward/center Stacy Albrecht.
The lady Wildcats had back-to-back abysmal seasons
in 2009 and 2010, winning only a combined 14 games.
Some newcomers picked up by head coach Jeff Whitney include Division I transfers senior center/forward
Aleyse Evans from Loyola Marymount and junior guard
Nneka Payne from Sacramento State.
Almost half of the new and improved roster are freshmen, with one redshirt and six true freshmen. Three of
the six freshmen stand at least six feet tall with Ellensburg
native Deaira Gordon coming in at 5-11.
The lady Wildcat basketball team who was picked
ninth in the preseason GNAC poll will open their season
on Nov. 15 against Hawaii Hilo at Nicholson Pavilion.
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Soccer drops final regular season game to Falcons
Wildcats suffer first
four-game losing
streak of the year
BY ANDREW HOGGARTH

Staff Reporter

The Central Washington University
Wildcats were outmatched in their final
game of the season, losing 4-1 to the 14th
ranked Seattle Pacific University Falcons
on Saturday in Seattle.
The Wildcats finished the 2010 season
with a 4-12-2 overall record and a 4-9-1
record in the Great Northwest Athletic
Conference.
The Falcons took the game over quickly
as freshman forward Kellie Zakrzewski
scored her eighth goal of the season at the
20-minute mark on the Falcons’ second
shot of the game.
Seattle Pacific added another goal shortly before halftime with junior midfielder
Kelsey Jenkins’ fifth goal of the season. Jenkins’ shot came off of a rebound from her
own free kick, which was blocked by Central freshman goalkeeper Kori Butterfield,
and squeezed through between the legs of
the keeper and into the net.
Central has had problems on offense recently, having been shut out the past three
games, and their struggles continued in
the first half on Saturday, getting out shot
7-1 and failing to put a shot on goal.
But after another goal by the Falcons,
this time by sophomore midfielder Hannah Mason, the Wildcats finally broke
out of their scoring slump. Junior forward
Amy Pate scored her third goal of the season as she beat the Falcons’ goalkeeper to
a rebound off of a deflected shot.
The Falcons added an insurance goal later in the second half to stop any momentum
that the Wildcats may have been building.
Central’s lone goal was a rare one given
up by the Falcons since they have shut out
their opponents in 10 of their 18 games
this season, and have only given up a total
of eight goals prior to Saturday. The goal
also broke a streak of 352 consecutive
minutes without a goal for the Wildcats,
their last goal coming in the 65th minute

of their game on Oct. 21 against Western
Washington.
The game marked both the end of the
season for the Wildcats and the end of the
careers for five seniors. Kaycie Hutchins,
Amanda Biggs, Annie Weisbeck, C.J. Balstad and Ellie Eckroth all played in their
final game for the Wildcats on Saturday.
Hutchins ends her highly decorated career with 25 assists, the most all-time for
any Central player, tied for first in penalty
kicks attempted and made and seventh
all-time with 16 goals. She also tied the
single season record this year in both penalty kick categories and is seventh all-time
in games started with 70.
Eckroth finished her career in the top
20 all-time in shots attempted and games
started while Biggs is third in games started with 74, just two behind the all-time
record set by Jessica Andrews last year.
Biggs, Eckroth and Hutchins all finished
their careers in the top ten in career
games played.

Hutchins, Tomaso selected to
All-Conference Second Team
Two players from the Central Washington women’s soccer team have been
selected to the Great Northwest Athletic
Conference All-Conference second team.
Senior midfielder Kaycie Hutchins
and junior forward Serena Tomaso both
were selected to the
second team.
Hutchins was selected to the conference
second team for the
third straight season in
2010. She totaled three
goals and five assists this
year, and finishes her #10 Serena
career as Central’s allTomaso
time assists leader.
Tomaso earned second team honors for
the second time in her career. Her eight
goals this year led the team, and her 18
total points ranked seventh in the GNAC
conference.
Senior midfielder Ellie Eckroth, junior
forward Amy Pate, and sophomore defender earned all-conference honorable
mention respectively.
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SENIOR CIRCUIT (Above) Midfielder
Ellie Eckroth blasts a free kick through
Western Oregon’s defense. (Right) Midfielder Annie Weisbeck tracks down a ball
in the backfield.

GNAC Soccer Standings
School

Conference
W

L

Seattle Pacific
12 1
Simon Fraser
8 3
MSU Billings
9 5
Western Washington 7 4
Saint Martin’s
7 7
Central Washington 4 9
Northwest Nazarene 3 11
Western Oregon
2 12

The Seniors

T

1
3
0
3
0
1
0
0

VERONICA GRUBA

Position: Defender

Position: Midfielder

Position: Midfielder

Position: Forward

Hometown:

Hometown: Spokane

Hometown: Auburn

Goals: 16

Carnation

Valley

Goals: 6

Assists: 25

Goals: 2

Games Started: 18

Assitis: 4

Assitis: 4

3x GNAC AllAcademic
Conference Team

All-time CWU
assists leader

1x GNAC All-

#2 Amanda Academic
#5 Annie
Conference Team Weisbeck
Biggs
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3x GNAC AllAcademic
Conference Team

#12 Ellie
Eckroth

3x GNAC AllAcademic
Conference Team

#15 Kaycie
Hutchins
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DEFENSIVE PRESSURE (left) Defensive back Amanda Biggs chases down the ball against a Western Oregon player. (right) Forward Kaycie Hutchins plays defense
against a Western Washington offensive player.
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SENIOR NIGHT
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SENIOR HITTER Senior middle blocker Bri Gregory spikes the ball for another
Central point on senior night on Monday.

Try and Ryan led in the kill column.
Try banged out eight kills on the night,
while Ryan produced six for the Wildcats.
Baeckel had an all-around good game
with three kills and five assisted blocks.
Marble is doing an exceptional job operating the Wildcat offense. Marble had
23 assists against the Nanooks, with seven
of them coming in the third set.
Vea and Ryan stood out defensively for
the Wildcats. Out of the team’s total 48
digs, Vea led with 17 and Ryan had 10.
Monday was senior night against Simon Fraser University and the lady Wildcats wasted no time taking care of the
Clan 25-13, 25-18, 25-18 during their last
home match.
After the game the seniors reminisced
on their favorite moments in their collegiate careers. For some, this year stood out
far beyond the rest.
“The team we had a solid team and we
all got along,” Baeckel said. “This year
was just a lot of fun.”
Vea agreed to her teammates sentiments.
“These girls are assume they are such
a fun group it’s fun to be a round them,”
Vea said. “My favorite moment would
probably be my freshman year going back
to Hawaii to play in front of my family
and friends.”
Sometimes beating your rival can be
the sweetest memory.
“Beating Western at home,” Try said.
“That was it.”
Tonight, the Wildcats will be playing Western Washington University in
Bellingham. Western is currently second
place in the GNAC conference.
“Since I’ve been here, we haven’t beat

HARD HITTIN’ Senior middle blocker
Shaina Afoa smacks a ball over the net
as part of Central’s third straight sweep.

them at Western,” Marble said.
Their last meeting was September 12 in
Ellensburg at the Nicholson Pavilion. The
Wildcats did not go down easy, but ended
up losing to the Vikings after five sets: 2520, 24-26, 26-24, 21-25, 15-10.
“They are playoff bound and we would
love to beat them at their home court,”
Marble said.

Robertson, Langlow
named conference
players of the Week

TITLE ASPIRATIONS
CONTINUED FROM P.12

Helwege had a big 26-yard
catch to march the Wildcats
down the field and put them in
field goal range. Central made
a 22-yard field goal to give the
wildcats a 3-0 lead. With 5:32
left in the second quarter the
Wildcats put more points on the
board after a touchdown run
A
from Bryson Kelly. By the end of
the first half the Wildcats were
up 10-0.
In the third quarter Central’s
defense came through once
again with yet another interception by Paul Wright his first of
the game. Central tacked on another seven points when Bryson
Kelly run a two yard touchdown
making it 17-0.
The defense remained strong
throughout the game. Langlow
got his third interception of the
game, the first time a Central
player has had three interceptions in the same game since
1970. With that interception
Central’s momentum kept going, scoring again on a 52-yard
pass to wide receiver Chris
Smith.
Central scored once more in
the third quarter off a 22-yard
run by Stinson. Central had a
31-0 lead until SFU put up their
only points of the game with a
40-yard touchdown pass.
The fourth quarter was full
of penalties, costing the Wildcats quite a few yards in offense.
The defense pulled another two
interceptions, giving them a total of six on the day. Central’s
final points of the game came
off a 40-yard field goal to give
them a 34-7 victory over Simon
Fraser.
“I think they played well. I
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#7 Ryan
Robertson
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GOING DEEP Senior wide receiver Chris Smith catches a 52-yard bomb from sophomore
quarterback Ryan Robertson for a touchdown against Simon Fraser last Saturday.

thought they did a great job over
the bye week last week, staying
healthy and staying focused,”
said head coach Blaine Bennett.
The Wildcats are currently
tied for first place in the Great
Northwest Athletic Conference
(GNAC). They will close out their
regular season next Saturday
against Western Oregon with a
chance to clinch sole possession
of the GNAC championship.

GNAC Football Standings
School
Central Washington
Humboldt State
Western Oregon
Dixie State
Simon Fraser

Conference
W

6
5
5
2
0

L

1
2
2
6
7

#26 Stan
Langlow

Sophomore quarterback Ryan Robertson and redshirt freshman defensive back
Stan Langlow each earned Great Northwest Player of the Week awards for their
play last week against Simon Fraser.
Robertson completed 12 of 16 passes
for 211 yards, en route to over 3,000 passing yards this year, the first time he has accomplished the feat in his career. For his
efforts, Robertson was named the GNAC
Offensive Player of the Week.
On the other side of the ball, Langlow
helped lead the way for a Central defense
that had six interceptions and seven total
takeaways against Simon Fraser. Langlow
had three of those interceptions himself,
becoming the first player in 40 years to
intercept three passes in one game for the
Wildcats. Langlow now has seven interceptions this year, a number that leads the
team and GNAC conference.
With their victory over SFU last Saturday, Central guaranteed at least a tie for
the GNAC championship. At 7-3 overall,
and 6-1 in conference play, the Wildcats
have an opportunity to clinch sole possession of the league title with a win over second-place Western Oregon this Saturday
at Tomlinson Stadium. Game time starts
at noon, as Central will bid farewell to it’s
seniors before kickoff.
-Courtesy of Jonathan Gordon

Assistant Athletic Director for Media Relations

wednesday night trivia

11/17 Bertine’s

starts at 7pm

iron horse beer specials,
winners take the cash,
runners-up get prizes,
losers pick a category
for the next week
www.ironhorsebrewery.com

